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POLICY FOR PRIMARY LANGUAGES

Article 30: You have the right to practise your own culture, lanquage and religion — or any you choose.
Minority and indigenous groups need special protection of this right.

MISSION STATEMENT

Blanford Mere Primary School believes that the learning of a foreign language provides a valuable spiritual,
moral, social and cultural experience for the pupils and is keen to promote the introduction of a Modern
Foreign Language to our pupils. As from September 2014, all children in KS2 were given the opportunity to
learn a Modern Foreign Language as part of the school curriculum. This built on some work already done in
previous years in French.

EDUCATIONAL AIMS

to develop pupils’ communication and literacy skills that lay the foundation for future language
learning

to develop linguistic competence, extend their knowledge of how language works and explore
differences and similarities between foreign languages and English

to enhance pupils’ awareness of the multilingual and multicultural world and introduce an
international dimension to pupils’ learning, giving them an insight into their own culture and those of
others

The development of skills through speaking, listening, reading and writing, cultural understanding,
grammar, spelling and language learning strategies. These key skills are identified in the New
National curriculum for Primary Languages.

The choice of language is French. This will be taught throughout the four years of KS2, in order for
children to reach the National Standards.

OBJECTIVES
The aims and objectives of learning a Modern Foreign Language in primary school are to:

foster an interest in learning other languages

introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun

stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language

encourage children to be aware that language has structure and that the structure differs from one
language to another

help the children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries
develop their speaking and listening skills
links are made between learning English, home language (where appropriate) and a foreign language.

ORGANISATION

We teach a foreign language to all children in KS2 for 45 minutes - 1 hour a week. This is delivered through
one formal teaching session during the week and through other learning areas and opportunities which arise
during the week, as and when they link in with other areas of the curriculum. In this way they are embedded
with the primary curriculum as a whole.

The children are taught how to:

ask and answer questions
use correct pronunciation and grammar
memorise words



® interpret meaning

e understand basic grammar

e use dictionaries

e work in pairs and groups and communicate in French
* look at life in another culture

Tasks and activities:
e have clear, achievable objectives
e are carefully planned and structured
e are practical, active and varied
e involve the use of ICT where appropriate
e include whole class, small group and pair work
e promote success and self esteem

TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLES

The teaching in KS2 has been developed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum (September
2014). Teaching utilises a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement with
the Modern Foreign Language, including games, role play and action songs. Children are also encouraged to
use their prior knowledge of words, to seek similarities and connections and to translate words themselves.
Due to the range of activities and teaching styles employed, children from across the ability range can
participate and achieve successful outcomes.

A multi-sensory and Rinesthetic approach to teaching is used, i.e. a physical element is introduced into some
of the games, rhymes and songs as this serves to reinforce memory. Teaching strategies make lessons as
enjoyable as possible so that the children develop a positive attitude to the learning of Modern Foreign
Languages. Children’s confidence is built through praise for any contribution they make, however tentative.
The lessons will reflect our highly inclusive ethos and will differentiate accordingly for EAL or SEND
requirements.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES TO TEACHING IN OTHER
CURRICULUM AREAS

e Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education
By teaching a modern foreign language we contribute to the children’s cultural education. They
learn that many societies are multilingual. We teach them about festivals and customs related to
countries in which the language is spoken. We are also aiming to give them the chance to hear
stories set in the foreign culture.

e Literacy
The learning of modern foreign languages naturally contributes to the development of our children’s
speaking and listening skills. It also develops the children’s grasp of linguistic features such as
rhyme, rhythm, stress and intonation, helps them to understand the concept of register and
emphasises the importance of knowing the role of different word types in sentence structure.
Language learning particularly develops the understanding of Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
in both English and French and helps pupils make direct links and comparisons about structure and
form.

e Mathematics
We play number games that reinforce their counting and calculation skills, expand their understanding
of date and increase their knowledge about money.



¢ Computing
Children are encouraged to make use of computers to enhance their learning of modern foreign
languages and also to use Computing curriculum skills to demonstrate what they have learnt in MFL.

¢ Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning
One of the main benefits to the children of learning a modern language at primary school level is a
social one. Those children who have a difficulty in reading and writing, but who have good aural
skills, will often find they progress at speaking in foreign languages. This success breeds confidence,
which in turn increases self-esteem and gives them a more positive attitude to school in general, and
a deeper understanding of people in other societies and cultures.

¢ Geography
We ask children to do research on the different countries in which the particular foreign language is
spoken. By doing so they can learn about different cultures.

e Music
Children learn about musical styles from other countries and cultures, and also have the opportunity
to learn songs in modern foreign languages. This develops their appreciation of different cultures and
helps their sense of rhythm and awareness of melody.

INCLUSION
All children in KS2 have the opportunity to learn a modern foreign language.

Resources to support classroom learning (*intended purchases)
e BEST Midlands ICT based resources
e School made resources in staff network.
e  French dictionaries — primary version
e *Language picture dictionaries for younger pupils
e *Euro coins and notes
e  *Foreign Language readers
e *Subscription to an ICT resource such as Linguascope
e Some posters [ flags
e Song CDs Rising Stars
o *Take 10 PE activities in MFL
e  Online resources
e Tablet/laptop Apps

Resources for Computing and other curriculum areas
Many other resources can be used for MFL but are not MFL specific.
e Digital Cameras
o [Pads cameras
e Mathematics equipment — dice, rulers, weights , measures
e Own resources word cards / picture cards blown up and laminated
e Display materials of all Rinds — picture templates / poster paper /| craft materials



ASSESSMENT

This is assessed on a half termly cycle — we assess if are working below, at or above age related expectations;
this is assessed using the skills and knowledge expectations on the curriculum map.

MONITORING AND REVIEW

e We monitor teaching and learning in line with other learning areas. The Senior Leadership also
reports to the governing body on children’s progress.

e This policy is under regular review and is a working document which will change over time as pupils
meet the requirements of the new National Curriculum for Primary Languages.

Subject Lead: Mrs Kerry Crook

Reviewed: September 2022



